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The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Education of Community High School District 117 was held on Thursday, March 17, 2005 in the Library at Lakes Community High School.  Mr. Phillip A. Delany, President, presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mrs. Axton requested that the minutes of the regular meeting of Thursday, March 3, 2005 be amended as follows.  On page three under Questions/Comments – Board Members (in the discussion regarding the athletic facility):  Mrs. Axton and Mrs. Heneberry questioned the time of practice.  Mr. Bode replied that some practice sessions were at 5:00 a.m.  Mrs. Axton stated she felt it was inappropriate for high school students to be at practice that early.

The following consent agenda items (indicated by*) were enacted by one motion.

*Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of Thursday, February 17, 2005
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the regular meeting of Thursday, February 17, 2005 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mr. Dziki.

On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 6


Nays: None


Absent: 1


Motion carried.

*Approval of Minutes – Closed Session Meeting of Thursday, February 17, 2005
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the closed session meeting of Thursday, February 17, 2005 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mr. Dziki.

On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 6


Nays: None


Absent: 1


Motion carried.

*Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of Thursday, March 3, 2005
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the regular meeting of Thursday, March 3, 2005 be approved as amended and placed on file.  Second by Mr. Dziki.

On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 6


Nays: None


Absent: 1


Motion carried.

*Approval of Minutes – Closed Session Meeting of Thursday, March 3, 2005
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the closed session meeting of Thursday, March 3, 2005 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mr. Dziki.
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On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 6


Nays: None


Absent: 1


Motion carried.

PERSONNEL (After Closed Session)
Mrs. Heneberry entered the meeting at 7:35 p.m.
Report on Home School Students and Athletics

Mr. Dziki requested this item be moved up on the agenda.

Mr. Ron Bode, Assistant Principal at LCHS, informed Board members that he, Mr. Dave Newberry, Ms. Phyllis Fay and Ms. Judy Smithhisler met at Dr. Sabatino’s request to review Board Policy 705.11 – Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and Home-Schooled Students.  Mr. Bode read the response of the committee which stated that after reviewing IHSA By-law 3.011 it was the unanimous recommendation of the committee that District 117 Board Policy 705.11 be maintained as currently implemented for the following reasons:  1)  academic standards take precedence over activity standards; 2) when a student doesn’t attend school a lack of community exists within the school and team; 3) our policies must continue to demonstrate the credibility of a District 117 diploma; and, 4) we do not want to create a double standard in relationship to academic, disciplinary and character development for which students enrolled in District 117 schools are currently accountable.
Mr. Dziki read an interpretation of IHSA By-law 3.011 from the Illinois State University School Law Quarterly which states that it is up to the individual school district whether or not to allow students who do not attend school to participate in extracurricular activities.  He said he felt the Board had the ability to accommodate those students and was empowered as a board to do so.
Following a lengthy discussion it was the consensus of the Board to seek an opinion from the district’s attorneys and to discuss the issue further after receiving the opinion.

FINANCE/BUSINESS

*Approval of Bills and Payroll

Mr. Sobczak moved the following bills be approved for payment and be so certified to the school treasurer.  Second by Mr. Dziki.

	Education Fund
	$1,415,843.22

	Building Fund
	$   284,226.42

	Transportation Fund
	$   326,109.97

	I.M.R. Fund
	$     17,350.96

	Construction Fund
	$   119,899.11

	Life Safety
	$     13,459.00 
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On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results:

Ayes:
Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany

Nays:
None

Absent: Heneberry





Motion carried.

Update – Construction Projects
ACHS – Expansion/Renovation Project
Mr. Ahlers stated punch list items were being addressed with the renovation project.
ACHS – Park/Athletic Facility
Mr. Ahlers said he had concerns about the facility being ready by October.  Mr. Dziki asked if there was an alternative plan being considered if the facility was not ready.  Mr. Ahlers replied that Mr. Schoenfelder had been working on a plan for several months.
ACHS – Cafeteria Renovation
Mr. Ahlers reported that cafeteria bids were due on Tuesday, March 22, 2005 and Board members would receive a bid summary at the next meeting.
Outdoor Bleachers

Mr. Ahlers stated the bids had been received and were approximately $150,000 less than estimated.  He said if bids were approved by the Board that evening work could begin on Monday, March 21, 2005.
Bleacher Project Construction Bids

Mr. Sobczak moved the Board award contracts to the lowest responsible vendors as follows:  DK Contractors - $45,596; DL Franzen - $15,500; JAC Masonry - $85,000; Ruffalo Painting - $8,995; Seater Construction - $112,700; A-1 Roofing - $27,370; Sturdisteel - $473,400; Colette & Ano - $54,318, and Carey Gelden - $45,688.  Second by Mrs. Axton.

Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
None






Motion carried.

GOVERNANCE

School Calendar 2005-06
Mrs. Heneberry raised the issue of parent-teacher conferences and questioned their value in communicating with parents.  She said she would like to see the issue assessed and the Board concurred.

Mrs. Axton moved the Board approve the official school calendar for the 2005-06 school year as presented in Exhibit IX (attached) as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Heneberry.
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Voice Vote.


Ayes:  7

Nays: None


Motion carried.

Adoption of Policy Modifications
Dr. Sabatino stated that the policy modifications being recommended were all necessitated by changes in law and had been presented for first ready at the March 3, 2005 Board meeting.

Mr. Sobczak moved the Board approve modifications to Policies 205 – School Board Elections; 205.02 – Terms of Office; 270.01 – Organizational School Board Meeting; 623 – Access to the Internet; and 500.16 – Ethics and Gift Ban (attached).  Second by Mrs. Axton.

Voice Vote.


Ayes:  7

Nays None


Motion carried.

Hair Drug Testing

Dr. Sabatino stated that a presentation had been made on the issue of hair drug testing at the September 16, 2004 Board meeting and the topic had been discussed at length at the October 7, 2004 meeting.  He said that a decision needed to be made if it was the intent of the Board to implement hair drug testing for the 2005-06 school year.
Mr. Schoenfelder and Ms. Smithhisler answered questions from Board members on the number of students tested this school year and the results of the tests.  Ms. Smithhisler stated that two mandatory tests had been done with 417 students tested in the fall and 233 students tested in the winter with no one testing positive.   She said a random test had been done on 100 students with no positive results, and that four students had refused to be tested.  

Mrs. Van Dien said she felt the mandatory and random drug testing was working and that the district should continue with that policy.   She stated that hair drug testing was costlier and more invasive.

Following a lengthy discussion Mr. Sobczak moved that mandatory hair drug testing and random urine drug testing be implemented in the district on a one year trial basis.  Second by Mrs. Biel.

Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Dziki, Biel, Axton, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
Heneberry, Van Dien




Motion carried.

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS – BOARD MEMBERS

Mrs. Biel said the sidewalk outside the main entrance at ACHS needed repair.  Mr. Ahlers replied that it would be fixed at some time in the future.
Mrs. Axton commented on the lit flags and how nice they look.

Mrs. Heneberry said there was an article in the Tom-Tom regarding the advisory program.  She said she would like for the Board to receive some information on the statistics of the program and how it is going.
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Mrs. Axton suggested the heads of the advisory program attend a meeting in May to report to the Board on how the program is progressing.
Mr. Dziki asked about the handbooks for ACHS and LCHS.  Dr. Sabatino informed him that he, Dr. Crist and Mr. Garrison had met and reviewed the handbooks and that they were about 92-95% similar with 185-190 pages being the same.  He said that next week he was meeting with Dr. Crist, Mrs. Heneberry and Mrs. Van Dien to review the handbooks, and the handbooks would be brought to the Board in April.
Mr. Dziki asked if the graduating class still had a valedictorian and salutatorian.  Ms. Smithhisler replied that they did not because students enrolled in less difficult classes could end up with a higher grade point average than students in honors classes. 
CLOSED SESSION

Motion to Enter Closed Session

At 8:50 p.m. Mr. Sobczak moved the Board enter into closed session to discuss the following exceptions to the Open Meeting Act: (a) Employment – Section 2(c)(1): The hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and performance of specific employees; and (b) Litigation – Section 2(c)(11): Only to consider pending, probable or imminent litigation.  Second by Mrs. Biel.

Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany



Nays:
None






Motion carried.

Motion to Come Out of Closed Session

At 10:30 p.m. Mr. Sobczak moved the Board come out of closed session.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany



Nays:
None






Motion carried.

PERSONNEL

Employment – Certified Personnel

Mr. Sobczak moved that Kellie Doyle be employed as an English teacher for the 2005-06 school year at Level B.A., Step 1, at a salary of $36,677 as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
None






Motion carried.
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Re-Employment – Administrative Personnel

Mr. Sobczak moved that Dr. Robert Crist be given a three year contract extension beginning July 1, 2005 as Principal at Lakes Community High School as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
None






Motion carried.

Employment – Increment Position

Mr. Sobczak moved Hannah Drye be employed as Assistant Girls’ Soccer Coach at ACHS at Level 3, Step A, at a salary of $4,075 as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Dziki, Biel, Van Dien, Axton, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
None






Motion carried.

Resignation – Certified Personnel  

Mr. Sobczak moved the Board accept the resignation of Jennifer Peterson, with regret, effective at the end of the current school year as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.



Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Mr. Sobczak moved the Board accept the resignation of Vandana Thakur, with regret, effective at the end of the current school year as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.

Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Mr. Sobczak moved the Board accept the resignation of Will Zibell, with regret, effective at the end of the current school year as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.



Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Mr. Sobczak moved the Board accept the resignation of Melissa Faron, with regret, effective at the end of the current school year as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.


Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Non-Renewal of Teacher Contracts

Mr. Sobczak moved teaching contracts for Bea Lipski and Kathleen Beckman not be renewed as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.


Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
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ADJOURNMENT

At 10:32 p.m. Mr. Sobczak moved the March 17, 2005 meeting of the Community High School District 117 Board of Education be adjourned.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.

Ayes: 7



Nays: None


Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 10:32 p.m.

President





Secretary

