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The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Education of Community High School District 117 was held on Thursday, May 24, 2007 in the Library at Lakes Community High School.  Mr. Phillip A. Delany, President, presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Richard Herout asked how the Board was doing pursuing property other than the Matz/Hyman property, and inquired as to who was informing the Board on the population growth in the District.  He complimented Mr. Nekritz on the Dollars for Scholars Program.

Ms. Christina Rush asked several questions, including how she could get a copy of the 2005-06 and 2006-07 school budgets, who authorized expenditures, what studies have been conducted on population growth, why does the District need three high schools, and how the Board arrived at the north/south versus east/west location for attendance at the District’s two high schools.  Mr. Delany replied that the 60002 and 60046 area code separation nicely divided the student population in the buildings.  He said that the Board had held several public meetings, which were well attended, on the issue.  Dr. Sabatino told Ms. Rush the budgets were available on the District website, that she could come into the District Office to review any of the documents she inquired about, and that he would reply to her questions in writing.

CONSENT AGENDA

The following consent agenda items (indicated by*) were enacted by one motion.

*Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2007
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2007 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes:
7



Nays: None




Motion carried.

*Approval of Minutes – Closed Session Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2007
Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the Closed Session of Thursday, May 10, 2007 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 
7



Nays: None




Motion carried.

*Approval of Minutes – Reorganizational Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2007

Mr. Sobczak moved the minutes of the Reorganizational Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2007 be approved and placed on file.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
On which motion a voice vote was held with the following results:

Ayes: 
7



Nays: None




Motion carried.
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PRESENTATIONS

District Reading Improvement Plan

As Ms. Roberta Seigel, Director of Special Education, began her presentation on the District Reading Improvement Plan, Ms. Christina Rush interrupted and said she wanted it recorded that she takes great issue with the Board for not discussing issues with the public, and that the questions she asked during Public Comments had not been answered.  Mr. Delany replied that the Board heard comments from the 

public, but that the meeting was not an open forum.  Dr. Sabatino reviewed the answers he had given to several of her questions, told her again that he would respond to her in writing, and again invited her to the District Office for access to some of the information she had requested.  
Ms. Seigel continued with the presentation on the District Reading Improvement Plan (copy attached with minutes).

Advisory Update

Ms. Emily Goldkind and Ms. Donna Corcoran, Advisory Department Chairpersons, made a presentation on the Advisory Program.  They said they had worked with Dr. Moyer to make sure the recommended revisions to the Advisory Program were made; and reviewed a survey which had been sent to parents.  The survey results showed a majority of parents were pleased with the program and felt it was of benefit to their students.  
PERSONNEL 
*Family Medical Leave and Unpaid Leave of Absence Request

Lakes Community High School

Mr. Sobczak moved the Board approve the request from Tiffany Magliola for Family Medical Leave to commence the beginning of the 2007-08 school year, and after release by her doctor, an unpaid leave of absence until October 15, 2007, as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.


Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Mr. Sobczak moved the Board approve the request from Christine Gialo for Family Medical Leave to commence approximately the week of September 3, 2007, and after release by her doctor, an unpaid leave of absence until the first day of the second semester in January 2008, as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Voice Vote.


Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
*Application – Master Degree Loan Assistance Program

Antioch Community High School

Mr. Sobczak moved the application from Sarah Ogborn for the Employee Master Degree Loan Assistance Program be approved as recommended by the Superintendent.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
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Voice Vote.


Ayes: 7


Nays: None


Motion carried.
Action will be taken on Personnel Items C. through G. following Closed Session.
FINANCE/BUSINESS

*Approval of Bills and Payroll

Mr. Sobczak moved the following bills be approved for payment and be so certified to the school treasurer.  Second by Mrs. Van Dien.
Education Fund………………………………………………………………..……………. $2,885,974.20
Building Fund………………………………………………………………………………..$…424,074.62
Transportation Fund………………………………………………………………………….$...433,407.00
I.M.R. Fund…………………………………………………………………………………..$….96,420.90
On which motion a roll call vote was held with the following results:

Ayes:
Heneberry, Jacobs, Biel, Van Dien, McGrath, Sobczak, Delany
Nays:
None









Motion carried.

Update – ACHS Park/Athletic Facility
Mr. Ahlers reported that all of the black dirt that is needed for the fields has been delivered, and that three fields had been seeded.  He said that 30% of the irrigation had been done, and the rest of the fields should be seeded by the middle of next week.  He said he had enlisted help from Senator Bean’s office to get the permit from the Army Corps of Engineer so we can run the water line under or across Sequoit Creek.  
Preliminary 2008 Budget

Mr. Ahlers informed the Board that the 2008 Preliminary Budget projects total receipts of $43,631,962 and total expenditures of $43,237,938, and had been approved by the Budget Committee.  He said he would present more detailed budget information at the June 19 Board meeting, at which time the Board would be asked to approve the Preliminary 2008 Budget.  
Group Medical/Dental/Vision Rates
Mr. Sobczak moved the Board approve: (1) Changing the District’s group medical insurance carrier to Blue Cross/Blue Shield effective October 1, 2007; (2) Effective that date the monthly rates will be as presented in Exhibit XIII (attached); and (3) Changing the District’s prescription drug provider from  Merck-Medco to Caremark effective October 1, 2007.  Second by Mrs. Biel.
Voice Vote.

Ayes: 7


Nays: None



Motion carried.
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GOVERNANCE

Technology Campus Update
Dr. Sabatino presented the latest information from the Technology Campus, including a letter from John Musso, Executive Director, Association of School Business Officials International, announcing that Lake County High Schools Technology Campus had received the Meritorious Budget Award for its 2006-07 annual budget; and a letter from Dr. Linda Jedlicka, Technology Campus Executive Director, listing students from the District who placed first through sixth at the Illinois State Skills USA Competition.
Lake County Health Department
Dr. Sabatino shared a letter from Mr. Bill Mays, Director, Lake County Community Health Services, thanking the District for the use of space at ACHS for a Public Hearing held on April 30, 2007, and expressing appreciation to Dr. Sabatino, Mr. Schoenfelder, and Mrs. Linda Mueller.
Update on Gateway
Dr. Sabatino explained that Gateway provides educational services to students who have been court ordered to be there, and that District 117 staffs the educational part of Gateway.  He said School Code requires the school district of residence to provide funding, but that last week the Appellate Court ruled against Gateway because the judge did not understand the law.  Dr. Sabatino said we can not collect tuition from the school districts of residence because they will stop sending the money.  He said the Appellate Court ruled that the school district of residence no longer is required to pay, the county of residence is.  Dr. Sabatino stated that we have already begun to contact people at the State Board as well as our legislators.
LCHS Update

Mr. McKay updated Board members on events happening at LCHS, saying ADA had improved over the same period last year to 93.96%; Tech Campus students Aaron Dreyer, Daniel Kalb, James O’Conner, and Ashley Page were named students of the year; Matt Rife, Social Studies teacher, arranged for four students to take part in the Constitutional Rights Foundation Youth Summit this year; Ian Lutz received  the Excellence in Character Award given by the organization Character Matters in Lake County; and Kathleen Gliva was one of nine girls in Illinois to receive the Ola Bundy Scholarship.  Mr. McKay said the Lakes Eagles Booster Club contributed six $250 scholarships to both males and females in the Arts, Academics and Athletics; the first Honors Night awarded over $45,000 in scholarships; and Chemistry student Steffanie Fisher won the Illinois Chemical Education Foundation poster contest.  Mr. McKay reported that Nobel Laureate Dr. Leon Lederman of the National Fermi Lab was scheduled to work with Lakes’ Science Teachers as they plan the Physics First curriculum; and Celebration Day was a big success.  He said the Boys Track, Girls Soccer, and Boys Tennis teams had all won the NSC Prairie Division.
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS – BOARD MEMBERS
Mrs. Heneberry commented that spring time is the culmination of so many good things that she has seen for students this year.  She said she felt PR for the District needs to be elevated in the newspapers, website, etc.
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Mrs. Heneberry mentioned the questions/issues raised by the public at Board meetings being addressed on the website.  She suggested the Board revise its 3-5 year long-range plan.  
Mr. Delany thanked Dr. Sabatino and Mr. Nekritz for being presenters at Honors Night, and said the scholarship awards are well appreciated.
CLOSED SESSION

Motion to Enter Closed Session

At 8:52 p.m. Mrs. Van Dien moved the Board enter into Closed Session for the purpose of discussing the following exceptions to the Open Meetings Act: (a) Employment – Section 2(c)(1): The hiring, firing, compensation, discipline and performance of specific employees; (b) School Issues – Section 2(c)(10): Other matters relating to individual students; and (c) Purchase or Lease of Real Estate – Section 2(c)(5): Consideration of whether land should be purchased or leased.  Second by Mrs. Biel.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
McGrath, Sobczak, Heneberry, Jacobs, Biel, Van Dien, Delany


Nays:
None






Motion carried.

Motion to Come Out of Closed Session

At 10:20 p.m. Mrs. Jacobs moved the Board come out of Closed Session.  Second by Mr. Sobczak.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Biel, McGrath, Sobczak, Heneberry, Jacobs, Delany




Nays:
None

Absent: Van Dien


Motion carried.

Student Personnel

Antioch Community High School

Student 2006/07-11A – Expulsion Abeyance Agreement

Mr. Sobczak moved the Board impose the expulsion of Student 2006/07-11A as recommended by the Principal and that such expulsion be held in abeyance subject to the execution of the conditions set forth in the Agreement with the student and parents.  Second by Mrs. Biel.

Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Heneberry, Jacobs, Biel, McGrath, Sobczak, Delany




Nays:
None

Absent: Van Dien


Motion carried.

Resolution for the Purchase of Land
Mrs. Jacobs moved the Board approve the Resolution to Purchase Land.  Second by Mrs. Heneberry.

Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
Biel, McGrath, Sobczak, Heneberry, Jacobs, Delany




Nays:
None

Absent: Van Dien


Motion carried.
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Condemnation Suit of Hyman Property
Mrs. Biel moved the Board end the condemnation suit of the Hyman Property.  Second by Mrs. Heneberry.
Roll Call Vote.

Ayes:
McGrath, Sobczak, Heneberry, Jacobs, Biel, Delany




Nays:
None

Absent: Van Dien


Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

At 10:24 p.m. Mr. Sobczak moved the May 24, 2007 meeting of the Community High School District 117 Board of Education be adjourned.  Second by Mrs. Jacobs.
Voice Vote.

Ayes: 6

Nays:  None

Absent: 1

Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 10:24 p.m.

President





Secretary
